
Term Definition

Art School and 

Conservatories

Colleges with a primary focus on the visual and performing arts. For 

admissions, students are judged primarily on their artistic skill or talent

Community Colleges

Postsecondary institutions that provide entry-level college education. 

They often have open admissions policies and offer two-year degrees, 

vocational training, certification courses, community and continuing 

education

Liberal Arts Colleges

Colleges that offer a broad range of courses in the humanities, social 

sciences, and sciences. Most are private, focused on undergraduates, 

have small classes and provide personal attention
Technical Colleges & 

Universities

Educational institutions that specialize in fields such as engineering, 

physical sciences, and mathematics

Single Sex Colleges

Colleges whose students are either exclusively female or exclusively 

male

Religiously Affiliated 

Colleges & Universities

Colleges and universities administered by particular religious groups, 

often organized and run in alignment with the group’s religious 

principles

Historically Black Colleges & 

Universities (HBCUs)

Colleges and universities  founded with the mission of educating black 

men and women
Public Colleges and 

Universities

Not-for-profit colleges and universities primarily supported by 

government funding
Private Colleges and 

Universities

Not-for-profit colleges and universities primarily supported by private 

funding
Proprietary Colleges and 

Institutes For-profit colleges and universities

New York State Opportunity 

Programs

An admissions and academic support program established by New York 

State and offered in many colleges. They enable low-income students 

who fall below the academic thresholds for admission to the college to 

attend and receive extra services

Early Decision

Admissions process in which a student applies to a college early (usually 

by November), enters a binding agreement to attend the college if 

accepted, and gets the college’s admissions decision early (around 

December)  

Early Action

Admission process in which a student applies to a college early, is given 

an admissions decision early, and, if accepted, has until May to decide 

whether or not to attend

NCAA Athletic Recruitment

Process that dictates whether and how a student can be admitted to a 

college to play for a school athletic team. Student must complete 

“Clearinghouse” process to be eligible. 

Postsecondary Options Matching Terms Activity



SAT Optional Colleges

Colleges that do not require standardized test scores for admission.  

The college may require additional supplements such as a graded paper 

or SAT subject test scores.

Certificate Programs

Non-degree offerings that teach a specific job skill and determine 

readiness to perform a specific job.  Most commonly offered at two-

year institutions.

Associate of Arts (AA) or 

Associate of Science (AS)

Degrees awarded after completing 2 years or 60 credits of study.  

Offered by Community colleges or 4 year universities, after earning this 

degree, a student may transfer to a 4yr college to complete a 

bachelor’s degree

Associate of Applied 

Science (AAS) 

Degree awarded on completion of technological or vocation programs 

of study.  This degree is terminal and does not easily transfer into 

Bachelor’s degree programs.  
Bachelor of Arts (BA) or 

Bachelor of Science (BS) 

Degrees awarded after a student completes a four year, full time 

program of study (120 credits).

Certificate

A document granted by an institution after a course of study has been 

completed not leading to a degree. Can be offered by licensed and 

unlicensed programs

License

A document issued by the government or other constituted authority, 

giving permission to practice
College-Based Career 

Programs

Career-focused programs that are sponsored by public or private 

colleges, often leading to an AAS or Certificate

Apprenticeship 

Combines vocational training with on-the job experience.  Usually a 

debt-free option since the employer/sponsor pays the student’s tuition 

as they are working.

Civil Service 

Employment in government agencies, often requiring examination in 

order to apply.

Military The Army, Marines, Navy, Airforce, National Guard and Coast Guard

Service Year 

Time in between high school and college matriculation dedicated to 

community service.

Gap Year 

Time in between high school and college matriculation, often meant to 

be dedicated to some sort of self-development in an organized program 

or experience.

Vocational/Trade Programs 

Programs offered by schools, colleges, agencies, unions and employers 

that focus on skill training for a specific career or job.


